
Severe and Multiple Disabilities Constituent Committee Monthly 
Message 

The DCDD Board members prepare briefs about topics of interest for our 
members. As a DCDD member, you are receiving this brief on the topic of 

resources for professionals who work with students who have 
communication disorders and/or who are deaf or hard of hearing. We 

appreciate your continued membership with DCDD!  Please feel free to 
discuss this article on DCDD Linkedin or Twitter. 

This monthly message is the ninth in a series about the Communication Bill 
of Rights. The list of 15 communication rights and guidelines for 
professional practice can be found in this article:  

 Brady, N. C., Bruce, S., Goldman, A., Erickson, K., Mineo, B., 
 Ogletree, B. T., Paul, D., Romski, M., Sevcik, R., Siegel, E., 
 Schoonover, J., Snell, M., Sylvester, L., & Wilkinson, K. (2016). 
 Communication services and supports for individuals with severe 
 disabilities: Guidance for assessment and intervention. American 
 Journal on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 121(2), 121-
 138. 

This month we will focus on the 9th communication right: 

 The right to access interventions and supports that improve 
 communication 

 
Important Practices 

 
• Offering Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) services to individuals 

with severe disabilities  
• Offering the correct mix of SLP direct service and consultation 

service on the IEP 
• Using evidence-based practices to improve communication 
• Updating your students’ communication dictionaries or profiles to 

record progress and to inform all team members across environments. 
• Training all school team members on how to support each student to 

communicate (responsiveness, how to create opportunities to 
communicate, how to expand the intents expressed…) 



• Be sure team members are more fluent in the expressive form(s) of the 
student than the student is.  This includes being able to troubleshoot 
issues that might emerge when using a speech-generating device.  

• Interprofessional collaboration to ensure that evidence-based and 
promising practices are shared.  

• Use ecological approaches to identify important vocabulary that will 
improve communication across environments. 

 
I’m sure you have many additional ideas. Please share your thoughts.  
	
Please join us on Twitter or Linked In to share your ideas about this 7th 
communication right.  

 
 
Susan M. Bruce 
Constituent Chair, Severe and Multiple Disabilities Committee 
 


